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TAGS: RH 

SUBJECT: RHODESIAN PROPOSAL 

1 . IN DISCUSSION THIS MORNING WITH PRESIDENTIAL AIDES 
SERGIO VIEIRA AND FERNANDO HONWANA, DCM AND I LEARNED 

THAT JOSHUA NKOMO AND ROBERT MUGABE SPENT MUCH OF YESTERDAY 
WITH MACHEL DISCUSSING THE RHODESIAN PROPOSAL. FROM WHAT 
VIEIRA AND HONWANA SAID, IT WOULD APPEAR THAT THE NATIONAL- 
ISTS, IN CLOSE CONSULTATION WITH THE FRONT-LINE PRESIDENTS, 

MAY BE WORKING ON A COUNTER-PROPOSAL. VIERA AND HONWANA 
SAID THAT NKOMO AND MUGABE SHOULD COMPLETE THEIR WORK IN 
ABOUT A WEEK, AT WHICH TIME NKOMO AND MUGABE WILL PROBABLY 
MEET WITH THE FRONT-LINE PRESIDENTS TO SEE IF THEY CAN 
OBTAIN FRONT-LINE ENDORSEMENT OF THEIR COUNTER-PROPOSAL AND 
TO DISCUSS HOW TO PROCEED. (INCIDENTALLY, NKOMO LEAVES 
MAPUTO TODAY FOR LUSAKA; MUGABE WILL REMAIN IN MOZAMBIQUE.) 

2. RESPONDING TO A COMMENT I MADE ABOUT OUR DESIRE TO SEE 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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PAGE 02 MAPUTO 01 115 121721Z 

A UN REPRESENTATIVE DESIGNATED TO WORK WITH THE UK RESIDENT 
COMMISSIONER, VIEIRA AND HONWANA SAID THAT THE UK AND US 
WOULD BE WELL ADVISED NOT TO TRY TO MOVE TOO HASTILY. THEY 
SAID THAT WE SHOULD WAIT AT LEAST UNTIL WE HAD THE BENEFIT 
OF THE NATIONALISTS' AND FRONT-LINE'S REACTIONS TO THE 
PROPOSAL BEFORE PROCEEDING. I RESPONDED BY STRESSING, 

AMONG OTHER THINGS, HOW IMPORTANT IT WAS TO GET ON WITH THE 
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JOB OF CONSULTATIONS ON CEASEFIRE AND TRANSNATIONAL ARRANGEMENTS, 
NO ONLY TO DISCOURAGE SMITH FROM OPTING FOR AN INTERNAL 
SETTLEMENT, BUT TO DEMONSTRATE TO SMITH AND VORSTER THAT 
THE PROPOSAL HAD OVERWHELMING INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT AS WELL. 
VIEIRA AND HONWANA ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THERE WAS MERIT IN 
THESE ARGUMENTS, BUT STILL SEEMED TO THINK THAT FOR US TO 
SEEK SECURITY COUNCIL SUPPORT FOR SELECTION OF A UN REPRE- 
SENTATIVE BEFORE GIVING THE NATIONALISTS AND OPPORTUNITY TO 
STUDY AND COMMENT ON THE WHITE PAPER WAS RUSHING THINGS. 

3. 1 THINK VIEIRA AND HONWANA WERE REFLECTING MACHEL. I 
DO NOT KNOW IF THE OTHER FRONT-LINE PRESIDENTS SHARE THESE 
VIEWS. I FLAG THIS DISCUSSION FOR THE DEPARTMENT IN THE 
EVENT WE WISH TO MAKE SOME SOUNDINGS OR DO SOME ADDITIONAL 
SPADEWORK BEFORE PROCEEDING WITH THE REQUEST FOR A 
SECURITY COUNCIL MEETING. AT A MINIMUN, I THINK WE SHOULD 
EXPLAIN TO NKOMO AND MUGABE (IF WE HAVE NOT ALREADY DONE SO) 

WHY WE ARE PROCEEDING AS WE ARE. VIEIRA AND HONWANA, WHO 
PARTICIPATED YESTERDAY IN MACHEL'S TALKS WITH MUGABE AND 
KNOMO, SAID THAT THE PATRIOTIC FRONT LEADERS ARE UNHAPPY 
AT OUR FAILURE TO CONSULT MORE CLOSELY WITH THEM ABOUT 
OUR PROPOSAL. 

DE PRF.F. 
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